The Unani drug 'Afsanteen' of botanical name Artemisia absinthium, Linn. is a perennial plant found in Kashmir, Nepal and mountainous district of India. Dried sample of drug consists of broken stem, twigs, leaves and flower head. Powder form of drug is brownish yellow in colour. Traditionally, 'afsanteen' has been used by Unani (Greek) physicians in diverse diseases like jaundice, fever, anorexia, hepatitis, cirrhosis, hepatobiliary obstruction, epilepsy, gout and rheumatism, ascites, haemorrhoids, anal fissures, weak memory, helminthic infestation, Scorpio bite, chronic conjunctivitis, dark circles, eye diseases, otorrhoea, tinea capitis, dyspepsia, indigestion, amenorrhoea, sexual debility and as mosquito and insect repellent etc. This plant contains substance called sesquiterpene lactones; these are strongly insecticidal and give drug bitter taste. The dry leaves and stems contain essential oil, absinthin, anabsin, anabsinthin, artabsin and matricin which have anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, antifungal, antiseptic, strong hepatoprotective, neuroprotective, antidepressant, antiaging and antioxidant activity. This article provide review of common names, temperament, description of plant, pharmacological actions, therapeutic uses, experimental studies, adverse effects, contraindication, dose, corrective, alternative and important compound formulation of Artemisia absinthium through illustrations. Many actions and therapeutic uses of 'afsanteen' previously not reported in other articles have also been mentioned in the present paper.
INTRODUCTION
Artemisia absinthium, Linn. (Absinthium/ Wormwood) is a perennial plant of family Asteraceae or Compositae known as 'afsanteen' in Unani system of medicine. [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] Dried herb, leaves and flowering tops 1, 8, 12, 15 of 'afsanteen' have been used in Unani system of medicine. The herb is utilized in various preparation forms such as arq, sharabat, decoction etc. It is now official in the British Pharmacopeia and Pharmacopeia of India. DESCRIPTION: Aromatic, pubescent, silky, intensely bitter astringent 8, 18 19, 21 with unpleasant odor shrubby and perennial plant, 100 cm in height and occur throughout the year. Flowering and fruiting take place from July to September. So collection is usually done in these months. The species is main source of 'Afsanteen' used in India. [ Figure 1 ] Stem: Erect, angular, hoary and ribbed, 0.3-0.9 m. Leaves: Ovate to obovate, unequally 2-3 pinnatifidly cut into spreading linear or lanceolate-obtuse segments, hoary on both surfaces, 2.5-5 cm. Tannins/ phenols, resins, succinic acid, maltes, nitrates of potassium, lead, aluminum, iron, calcium, magnesium, sodium and ash. The bitter taste of wormwood is from sesquiterpene lactones (0.15-0.4%) 26 -absinthin and artabsin being the main ones [23] [24] [25] and guainolides.
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Volatile oil: Also known as 'Absinthe' or 'Wormwood Oil' is having a camphoraceous odor and dark brown or yellow color is obtained by distillation. Oil yield varies from 0.12 to 0.52% (fresh basis). It contains thujone or absinthol, thugyl alcohol, cadinene, phellandrene, pinene, S-guaiazulene, turpenes 2 p. c., and a deep blue oil. Absinthin is an intensely bitter, white or yellowish brown glycoside very soluble in alcohol and chloroform but slightly so in ether and water. 
IMPORTANT FORMULATIONS IN UNANI MEDICINE:
Itrifal-e-Didan, Arq Afsanteen, 15 Joshanda afsanteen, Qurs Afsanteen, 17 Arq baraye warme jigar, Zimad kabid, Roghan-ekala, Qurs-e-Aelaoos etc.
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CONCLUSION
Aerial parts of Artemisia absinthium (afsanteen) such flower, seeds, fruit, leaves, stems and twigs. are most commonly used for medicinal purposes in Unani system of medicine. Pharmacological studies provided evidence of its potential hepatoprotective, immunomodulator, antioxidant, antiinflammatory, antipyretic, analgesic, antidepressant, neuroprotective, antifungal, antibacterial, appetizer activities justifying its traditional usage in jaundice, hepatitis, cirrhosis, hepatobiliary obstruction, cirrhosis, general weakness, fevers, gouty and rheumatic pain, depression, tremor, paralysis, infections, gastritis, indigestion, anorexia etc. in Unani and ethnobotanical literature.
